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"View of Hit' Stores on the wharf , front the River. 
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A PROPOSAL 

FOR ALTERING THE EASTERN FRONT 

OF THE 

CITY OF PHILADEPHIA 



x *? 



WITH 

A VIEW TO PREVENT THE RECURRENCE 

OF 

MALIGNANT DISORDERS, 

On a Plan conformable to the Original Design 
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TO THE 



CITIZENS OF PHILADELPHIA. 



Friends and Fellow-Citizens, 

THE frequent recurrence of Yellow or Ma- 
lignant Fever in our city calls on us to adopt 
some plan to remedy the evil; while the well 
known fact, that the disease always commences 
in the neighbourhood of the wharves, teaches us 
to believe that a remedy can be obtained, only 
by making a thorough alteration of the east 
front of the city. 

Having transacted business in Water-street 
nearly forty years, I have frequently reflected on 
what would be the best means to prevent the 
dissemination of a disease that has proved so 
destructive of the lives, happiness, and wealth 
of our citizens. I now offer, with due deference 
to public opinion, a plan that I think would 
correct the evil, and for the execution of which 
the present time is certainly most propitious, as 
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our, and main [all tn .1- i<» v 
low< r than th j have beeo i«>r manj j cars, snd 
lii'MH \ is easilj obtained In submitting thi* 
plan to your judgment I am aware that the un 
dertaking is of meat magnitude, but bj no 

ins bo difficult as man} maj imagine, which 
the information l have collected and now laj 
\n fore you will clear!} show. 

The advantages to be derived from It are al- 
most Incalculable, It would make our citj at 
health) us am in ihr world; ii would give un- 
ploj in« nt to a number <>f mechanics and 

Labourers; it would put into circulation a large 
>nin of money, and principally among that por- 
tion of o who are the most in need of 
succour; it would remove man) dram-sh 
other immoral nui : it would materially 

q the i i-k from Brej and in tine, ii would 
make Philadelphia the hand-on, 
Having thus - 

me to show what would 

; of the undertakii for the 

purchase of all private propert) between Vine 
and Bpi -. including the east si ' 

I • to the riv( i Delaware: tin 



mcnt of which property, for the year 1820, is as 
follows: — viz. 

Bolls. Dolls. 
Upper Delaware Ward, \ Including all pro- / 192,765 
Low er do. do. I perty on the east I 224,970 

High Street do. I side of Front St. 1 415,700 

Chesnut do. > and through to < 287,043 

Walnut do. I the river Dela- J 297,362 

Dock do. ware. f 275,800 



■1,693,640 



I shall not be far from the truth in saying (after see- 
ing the above assessment) that the whole can be 
bought for 3,000,000 

To which add an estimate of the expense necessary 
to complete the plan, made by Mr. Strickland, 
and in which he has made a liberal allowance, - 651,000 



5,651,000 



At 6 per cent, per annum, is 219,060 

From this it appears that the whole cost 
would be about three millions six hundred and 
fifty-one thousand dollars, equal to two hundred 
and nineteen thousand and sixty dollars per an- 
num. Here I beg leave to state, that about fifty 
gentlemen in Boston subscribed half a million 
of dollars for the erection of a large wharf and 
fifty warehouses on it, and for which they receive 
a handsome income: must it be said that the city 
of Philadelphia cannot accomplish a highly im- 
portant improvement that will cost but about 



i!i« MBOUnt Of \n liat W9M dom I.n .1 
few indnicluals in .1 sister i r 

The waj in which the principal or interest ol 
the debt, if incurred, to to be paid, will be from 
the sale or rent of the stores to the highest bi< 
in fee for the store and ground occupied bj it: 
from tin' wharfage on vessels and on all |>a< k.i- 

imported and exportedj and from an 
mentonthe property on the west side <>i Front 
street and streets adjai i m. For a- mu< h •• 
ma\ i>c increased in value bj the proposed al- 
um, and which would amount t<> at l< ast 
one hundred and ftftj thousand dollars; 
Fn>nt street would certain!} become the most 
valuable situation for business and tin- most de- 
sirabte lor residence in the city. 

l ,- ordingto die plan. I bj 

irhkh "ill »»•• «'»rtli ;tl>out Bl 

n.u$. 
m, i, 

m im|M.r'- 

■ 

- will < . . . ,| 

hut j.ui at tin- MM 

port*, mj 
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From this statement it appears that the re- 
venue would be equal to the expense, allowing 
for the loan required six per cent, interest; but 
it is highly probable that money could now be 
obtained (on the security that the city could 
give) at five per cent, per annum; in which 
case there would be an annual surplus of thirty- 
eight thousand four hundred and fifty dollars, to 
be appropriated as a sinking fund; to which 
might be added the sum assessed on property 
on the west side of Front street and adjacent 
thereto. 

The estimate of packages is made from the 
Custom House returns for the years 1807 and 
1819, which give the above as an average num- 
ber for one year, without including steel, bar- 
iron, hides, dye-woods, plaster of paris, hemp, 
twine, salt, coals, lead, limes, oranges, cocoa- 
nuts, and various other articles that come loose, 
and which would pay a considerable sum. 

Heretofore I have said nothing about the 
property of New-Market Ward, running from 
Spruce to South street; and although not inclu- 
ded in the preceding estimate, it would be ne- 
cessary for the city to purchase it, as otherwise 



a 

n would lu- difficult in rolled the propo-.d 

wharfage on packages, while such good 
convenient wharves could be bad free of thai 
charge; but .^ tlii-* ward would require but i 
trifling Alteration, it would unquestionably pa) 
the Interest of the pun baae moo 

Should each particular trade take stores ad 
joining each other as in other large cities, it 
will be .1 great convenience to tin- merchants] 
there would in- no danger <»i business going 
yond the limits of the city, whatever induce- 
ments might be held out, as the difference ol 
porterage would more than pa) the wharfa 

des, no vessel from i Fori Ign port can dis- 
charge above Vine or below South streets, with- 
out special permission of the collector. 

Having now given mj calculations founded 
on the best information I have been able to ob- 
tain, \ou will on examination be able to d< 
mine whether the) are founded on rounds; 

if the) are, the difficult) apprehended b) man) 
will be done away. No doubt the plan now 
I nia\ be much improved; it \t i ertain- 

|\ \cr\ (k'sinihli- that a regular plan for the - 

dual improvement of the whano should in- 



early adopted^and when a wharf requires re- 
pairing, it should be_dojie_in^onfoxniity with 
that plan; the repairs should be donewith stone 
from low water mark, which would contribute 
to health asjwell as durability. . 

I must notice that the city would lose the 
taxes for one year while the improvement is 
going on, say on two squares annually, at an 
average of about three thousand five hundred 
dollars per square. 

Should the trade of our city increase, which 
we have every reason to expect, the revenue to 
the city would increase in the same proportion. 

The mode of carrying the plan into execu- 
tion, should it be deemed worthy of considera- 
tion, can be digested by such body as may be 
appointed to consider the same: All of which 
is_respectfully submitted by the public's 

Humble servant, 

PAUL BECK, Jr. 
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Amounts brought forward, .... 73,000 495,000 

Building stone wall along the bank on east 
line of Front street from Dock to Vine 
street, 18,000 

Iron railing along the east line of Front street 15,000 

Brick and stone paving and regulating wharves 

and streets, 50,000 

_— 156,000 



Total cost, dolls. 651,000 

(Signed) WILLIAM STRICKLAND, 

Architect. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 27, 1820. 
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